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Mediums of Publication. 

Public Health Reports. — As previously referred to, all the sanitary 
legislation adopted by the several States and cities of the United 
States is immediately published in the Public Health Reports. The 
same is true of the data regarding the prevalence and geographic 
distribution of disease within the United States, compiled from the 
many sources noted, and also of the data of the world prevalence of 
the major quarantinable diseases collected through the multifarious 
agencies referred to. 

Reprints.— -Some of the matter contained in the Public Health 
Reports is reprinted in the form of separates. This renders a 
wider distribution possible and the reprints are more convenient 
for reference. 

Supplements. — Matters of popular interest, or not coming within 
the scope of the Public Health Reports, are published in the form of 
supplements and issued as separate pamphlets. 



PLAGUE-PREVENTION WORE. 



CALIFORNIA. 



The following report of plague-prevention work in California for 
the week ended October 16, 1915, has been received from Senior Sur- 
geon Pierce, of the United States Public Health Service, in charge of 
the work: 



San 1'rancisco, Cal. 

(kat proofing). 
New buildings: 

Inspections of work under construction. 157 
Basoments concreted (01,140 square feet) 60 
Floors concret ed (104,195 square teet) ... 29 
Yards, passageways, etc. (26,S97 square 

feet) Ill 

Total area of concrete laid (square feet) . 192, 232 
Class A, B, and C (fireproof) Buildings: 

Inspections made 136 

Koof and basement ventilators, etc., 

screened 3, 933 

Wiro screening used (square feet) 19, 200 

Openings around pipes, etc. closed with 

cement 3, 270 

Sidewalk lens lights replaced 2, 982 

Old buildings: 

Inspections made 337 

Wooden floors removed 28 

Yards and passageways, planking re- 
moved 16 



Old buildings — Continued. 

Cubic feet new foundation walls in- 
stalled 

Concrete floors installed (26,068 square 

feet) 

Basements concreted (15,375 square 

feet) 

Yards and passageways, etc., concreted 

(17,990 square feet) 

Total area concrete laid (square feet). 

Buildings razed 

New garbage cans stamped approved 

Nuisances abated 

OPERATIONS ON THE WATER FRONT. 

Vessels inspected for rat guards 

Reinspeciions made on vessels 

New rat guards procured 

Defective rat guards repaired 

Vessels on which cargo was inspected 



4,525 
30 
23 

73 
59,433 

13 
506 
253 



17 

34 

9 

7 

1 



Amount of cargo inspected and description of same. 



Steamer President from Seattle: 

50 bales rags 

230 cases salmon, milk, and household goods 
400 sacks flour, peas, wheat, and meal 




None. 
None. 
Nona. 
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Eats trapped on wharves and water front ... 28 

Eats trapped on vessels 28 

Traps set on wharves and water front 163 

Traps set on vessels 80 

Ves'sols trapped on — 15 

Poisons placed on water front (pieces) 3, 800 

Poisons placed within Panama-Pacific In- 
ternational Exposition grounds (pieces) — 5,400 
Bait usod on water front and vessels, bacon 

(pounds) 

Amount of bread used in poisoning water 

front (loaves) 12 

Poison usod on water front (pounds) 

EATS COLLECTED AND EXAMINED FOR PLAGUE. 

Collected 388 

Examined -274 

Found infected None 



EATS IDENTIFIED. 

Mus norvegieus ffiS 

Mus rattus 65 

Mus alexandrinus .52 

Mus musculus 103 

Squirrels Collected and Examined for 
Plague. 

Contra Costa County 211 

Found infected Nona 

Ranches Inspected and Hunted Over. 

Contra Costa County 
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Record of plague infection. 



Places in California. 



Date of last 
case of 
human 
plague. 



Date of last 

case of rat 

plague. 



Date of last 
case of 
squirrel 
plague. 



Total number ro- 
dents found in- 
fected since May, 
1907. 



Cities: 

San Francisco 

Oakland 1 

Berkeley 

L03 Angeles 

Counties: 

Alameda (exclusive of Oakland 
and Berkeley). 

Contra Costa 1 .-- .,..-....,. 

Fresno i. . . — . 

Merced 

Monterey 

San Benito 

San Joaquin 

San Luis Obispo 

Santa Clara 1 

Santa Cruz 

Stanislaus 



Jan. 30,1908 
Aug. 9,1911 
Aug. 28.1907 
Aug. 11,1908 

Sept. 24, 1909 

July 13,1915 
None.....^.'.. 

None 

None 

June 4,1913 
Sept. 18,1911 

None 

Aug. 31,1910 

None.... 

None 



Oct. 23,1908 
Dec. 1,1908 

None 

Nono 

Oct. 17,1909! 

None- v 

None. 

None 

None 

None 

None 

None 

None 

None 

None 



None 

None 

None 

Aug. 21,1908 

July 12,1915 

Sept. 10, 1915 
Oct. 27,1911 
July 12,1911 
Apr. 10,1914 
Aug. 14,1915 
Aug. 26,1911 
Jan. 20,19)0 
July 23,1913 
May 17,1910 
June 2,1911 



398 rats. 
126 rats. 
None. 
1 squirrel. 

287 squirrels, I 

wood rat. 
1,594 squirrels. 
1 squirrel. 
5 squirrels. 

squirrels. 
50 squirrels. 
18 squirrels. 

1 squirrel. 
25 squirrels. 
3 squirrels. 
13 squirrels. 



1 "Wood rat. 



The work is being carried on in the following named counties: Alameda, Contra 
Costa, San Francisco, Stanislaus, and San Benito. 



LOUISIANA— NEW ORLEANS - -PLAGUE ERADICATION. 

The following report of plague-eradication work at New Orleans for 
the week ended October 23, 1915, was received from Surg. Creel, of 
the United States Public Health Service, in charge of the work: 



outgoing quarantine. 

Vessels fumigated with sulphur 15 

Vessels fumigated with carbon monoxide ... 16 

Vessels fumigated with cyanide gas 3 

Sulphur used (pounds) 2, 134 

Coke consumed in carbon monoxide fumiga- 
tion (pounds) 24,800 

Cyanide used in cyanide gas fumigation 

(pounds) 179 

Sulphuric acid used in cyanide gas fumiga- 
tion (pints) 179 

Clean bills of health issued 35 

Foul bills of health issued 2 



field operations. 



Eats trapped 6, 807 

Premises inspected 7, 639 

Notices served 1, 597 

Garbage cans installed 143 

BUILDINGS EAT PROOFED. 



By elevation 

By marginal concrete wall. 
By concrete floor and wall. . 

By minor repairs 

Total buildings rat proofed. 



105 

79 

154 

114 

452 

Square yards of concrete laid 14, 954 
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BUILDINGS EAT PROOFED-^CODtinUed. 

Lots and sheds, planking removed 24 

Buildings demolished 20 

Total buildings rat proofed to date (abated) . 93, 779 

LABORATORY OPERATIONS. 



Rodents received by species: 

Mus rattus 

Mus norvegicus 

Mus alexandrinus 

Mus museums 



148 
938 
141 



laboratop.y operations— continued. 

Rodents received by species— Continued. 

Wood rats 

Musk rats 

Putrid (included in enumeration of spe- 
cies) 

Total rodents received at laboratory 6, 252 

Rodents examined 1, 527 

Number of suspicious rats n 

Plague rats confirmed 3 



32 



70 



PLAGUE RATS. 



Case 
No. 


Address. 


Captured. 


Diagno- 
sis con- 
firmed. 


Treatment of premises. 






1915. 
Oct. 13 

Oct. 9 
Oct. 12 


1915. 
Oct. 20 

Oct. 21 
Oct. 22 


Rat proofing in the environment ex- 
pedited. 

Intensive trapping. Destruction of 
rodent harborage. Rat proofing 
completed. 

Intensive trapping. 















Human plague cases None. 

Last case of human plague, Sept. 8, 1915. 

Last case of rodent plague, Oct. 22, 1915. 

Total number of rodents captured to Oct. 23. 474,112 

Total numberof rodents examined toOct.23. 295,156 



Total cases of rodent plague to Oct. 23, by 
species: 

Mus museums 

Mus rattus 



Total cases of rodent plague to Oct. 23, by 
species— Continued. 

Mus alexandrinus 8 

Mus norvegicus 231 



Total rodent cases to Oct. 23, 1915. . . 262 



WASHINGTON- SEATTLE-PLAGUE ERADICATION. 



The following report of plague-eradication work at Seattle for the 
week ended October 16, 1915, was received from Surg. Lloyd, of the 
United States Public Health Service, in charge of the work: 



RAT proofing. 



New buildings inspected 

New buildings reinspected 

Basements concreted, new buildings (57,600 

squaro feet) 

Floors concreted, new buildings (171,990 

squaro feet) 

Yards, etc., concreted, now structures (4,C50 

squarefoet) 2 

Sidewalks concreted (square feet) 14,250 

Total concrete laid, new structures (squaro 

feet) 248,490 

Now buildings elevated 

New promises rat-proofed , concrete 

Old buildings inspected 

Premises rat-proofed, concrete, old buildings 
Floors concreted, old buildings (2,480 

square feet) 

Openings screcnod, old buildings 

Rat holes cemented, old buildings 

Wooden floors removed, old buildings 

Wire screening used (square feet) 

Buildings razed 



18 



6 

25 
4 
2 

2 

54 

28 

2 

050 

4 



LABORATORY AND RODENT OPERATIONS. 



Dead rodents received 

Rodents trapped and killed. 



17 
302 



Total 319 

Rodents examined for plague infection 227 

Rodents proven plague infected None. 

Poison distributed, pounds 16 



CLASSIFICATION OF RODENTS. 



Mus rattus 

Mus alexandrinus. 

Mus norvegicus 

Mus musculus 

Unclassified 



TVATER FRONT. 

Vessels inspected and histories recorded.. 

New rat guards mstallod 

Dc.'octive rat guards repaired 

Port sanitary statements issued 

The usual day and night patrol was main- 
tained to force rat guarding and fending. 



17 
53 

183 

65 

1 



14 


28 
38 
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MISCELLANEOUS WORK. 

Eat proofing notices sent to contractors, 

new buildings 

Letters sent in re rat complaints 

RODENTS EXAMINED IN EVERETT. 



Mus norvegicus trapped. 
Mus muscnlus trapped. . 



Total- 



SO 



RODENTS EXAMINED m EVERETT— Continued. 

Rodents examined for plague infection. ... 42 

Rodents proven plague infected None. 



RAT-PROOFING OPERATIONS IN EVERETT. 



New buildings inspected 

New buildings, concrete foundations.. 
New buildings elevated 18 inches 



HA WAn— PLAGUE PREVENT! ION. 

The following reports of plague-prevention work in Hawaii were 

received from Surg. Trotter, of the United States Public Health 

Service : 

Honolulu. 

WEEK ENDED OCT. 2, 1915. 



Total rats and mongoose taken 396 

Eats trapped 338 

Mongoose trapped 3 

Eats found dead (mus alexandrinus) 1 

Eats killed by sulphur dioxide 7 

Eats shot from trees 47 

Examined microscopically 338 

Showing plague infection None. 

Classification of rats trapped: 

Mus alexandrinus 176 

Musmusculus 91 



Classification of rats trapped— Continued. 

Mus norvegicus 

Mus rattus 

Classification of rats shot from trees: 

Mus alexandrinus 

Mus rattus 

Classification of rats killed by sulphur dioxide: 

Mus alexandrinus 

Mus rattus 

Average number of traps set daily 

Cost per rat destroyed, 20 cents. 



55 
15 



37 
10 



WEEK ENDED OCT. 9, 1915. 



Total rats and mongoose taken 298 

Eats trapped 288 

Mongoose trapped 8 

Eats found dead 

Eats killed by sulphur dioxide 2 

Examined microscopically 228 

Showing plague infection 

Classification of rats trapped: 

Mus alexandrinus 169 

Mus museums 80 

Mus norvegicus 27 

Mus rattus 12 



Classifieationof rats killed by sulphur dioxide: 
Mus rattus 

Average number of traps set daily, 984. 

Cost per rat destroyed, 25} cents. 

Last casoratplague, Aiea, 9 miles from Hono- 
lulu, Apr. 12, 1910. 

Last case human plague, Honolulu, July 12, 
1910. 

Last case rat plague, Kalopa stable, Paau- 
hau, Hawaii, Aug. 29, 1914. 

Last case human plague, Paauhau Landing, 
Hawaii, Aug. 16, 1914. 



Hilo. 



WEEK ENDED SEPT. 25, 1915. 



Eats and mongoose taken 3,094 

Eats trapped 3,063 

Mongoose taken 31 

Eatsandmongooseexaminedmacroscopically 3, 094 
Eats and mongoose plague infected None. 



Classification of rats trapped and found dead: 

Mus norvegicus 539 

Mus alexandrinus 259 

Mus rattus 579 

Mus museums 1,686 



WEEK ENDED OCT. 2, 1915. 



Eats and mongoose taken 3, 499 

Eats trapped 3, 478 

Mongoose taken 21 

Ratsandmongooseexaminedmacroscopically 3,499 
Eatsandmongooseexamined microscopically 1 
Classificatign of rats trapped and found dead: 

Mus norvegious 47! 



Mus alexandrinus 248 . Co., Aug. 16, 1914. 



Classification of rats trapped and found dead- 
Continued. 

Mus rattus 639 

Mus musculus 2, 113 

Last case of rat plague, Paauhau Sugar Co., 

Aug. 29, 1914. 
Last case of human plague, Paauhau Sugar 



